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Partnering to Reduce Time to Degree

A Partnership Between Kishwaukee College, Northern Illinois University 
and District High Schools



Dr. Bobbi Burke, KC Board of Trustees Member
Mrs. Kathy Spears, KC Board of Trustees Secretary

Mrs. Kathy Watkins, Board of Trustees Member
Dr. Laurie Borowicz, Kishwaukee College President

Mr. Jamie Craven, DeKalb High School #427 Superintendent
Dr. Lisa Freeman, Northern Illinois University President

Welcome & Introductions



Demographics

• 60 miles west of Chicago
• NIU- Major Research University 

serving 16,609 students
• KISH- Community College serving 

approx. 5,000 students
• 6 district high schools graduating 

approx. 1,300 students per year



Value of Educational Partnerships at Kish

History
• Close working relationships     

with six different high schools 
• Home-schooled students
• Dual credit opportunities 



Partnership with Kishwaukee Education Consortium 
(KEC) 

Early 70’s:  High cost, low incidence programs 
in high school, administrative support

Early 80’s: Creation of KEC, articulation 
agreements

Early 90’s: Development of dual credit for KEC 
programs



Value of Educational Partnerships at Kish

Why the need?
• Vision and Mission of the College
• Strategic Plan

-College Values
-Strategic Initiatives



Value of Educational Partnerships at Kish

Why the need?
• Proximity to a major 

university
• Opportunity to shorten 

length of post-secondary 
time-to-degree and 
financial burden.

• Counteract 48% of Illinois 
students attending out-of-
state universities.



Value of Educational Partnerships at Kish

Dual Credit in High Schools 
Cost:
• $50 per class
• Fee waived for students on 

free or reduced lunch
• High school counselor 

verification  



Dual Credit- High School Perspective

How it benefits 
our students?



Evolution of “2 Degrees in 3 Years”

• Meeting with high school parents
• Mapping out how students can take advantage of 

dual credit opportunities: 
- In high school
- EMSA
- On campus
- High school campus



Importance of High School and Community 
College Partnerships to NIU

• Student centered
• Integrated Experience
• Retains and Develops Local Talent
• Community Collaboration



Brochure & Planners
www.kish.edu/2degreesin3years



Next Steps

• Video
• Program maps for additional majors



Questions?

Thank you for attending.


